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A Word from the Steering Committee Chair  

Welcome to issue no. 8 of the EU RO MR Group Newsletter.  
I am pleased to introduce myself as the new Chair of the EU RO MR 
Steering Committee for 2018. I have taken over on 01 January 2018. 
 
The focus of the Group is to support the industry with comprehensive and 
reliable information on the Mutual Recognition Scheme, its products 
“Technical Requirements” and the related certification process. I am proud 
to announce that this information can now be found on a modernized and 
enhanced website. Clearer process descriptions and improved search 
functions will help you navigate through the information available.  
 

 
In the process of developing the new website, special emphasis was laid on the involvement of the 
Industry, a questionnaire was sent to stakeholders with the opportunity to review and comment on 
the test version of the website. The comments provided to the Group, such as wishes for more clarity 
regarding the process for EU RO MR type approval as well as the process for application of products, 
were taken on board. 
 
The Group offers now an enhanced and improved website providing users with easily accessible info 
on the Mutual Recognition Scheme, current and historic versions of the Technical Requirements, as 
well as on how to suggest a product to be included into the scheme, and on how to apply for a MR 
certificate. 
 

Steering Committee Meeting Held in Stockholm on 14/15 March 2018 

Hosted by CCS, the Steering Committee held its first meeting in 2018 on 14/15 March in Stockholm, 
and besides the agenda items related to management issues, one major topic was the development 
of Mutual Recognition Technical Requirements and related procedural changes, which mark a 
continuous improvement of the process related to the further development of the MR scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Handover of TC Chair  
from Laurent Courregelongue (BV) 
to Antje Herms-Bondzio (LR) 

28th Technical Committee Meeting Held in Hamburg on 21/22 March 2018  

Also, the Technical Committee held its first meeting in 

March, more precisely on 21/22 March 2018 in Hamburg, 

where topics related to the development of Mutual 

Recognition Technical Requirements were discussed, in 

particular the development of the new Tier 7 TRs, which are 

going to be published beginning of 2019. Please see below 

for more details. 

In addition, in the meeting the new Chair of the Technical 
Committee, Mrs. Antje Herms-Bondzio of Lloyds Register 
(LR), introduced herself to the TC Members in person. She 
has taken over on 01 January 2018 and will chair the 
Technical Committee until 30 June 2019. 
 

Product Development 

We would also like to inform you that Mutual Recognition certification will soon be available for 62 
product groups. Industry was especially waiting for the Technical Requirement for Touch Screens. A 
description of the new products can be found in this newsletter.   
 

Outlook/Events 

The MR Group is planning to hold a workshop during SMM 2018, 5th of September in Hamburg to 
inform interested stakeholders about recent developments and status of the MR scheme. More 
detailed information on the workshop can be found in this newsletter. 
 
The Group is further formalizing an appeal process for industry to follow up on rejected products 
based on  the product consideration procedure. As soon as the appeal process is in place, the new 
procedure will be published on our website. 
 
In order for you to stay up-to-date, we would recommend to subscribe to our newly created news 
service which will inform you on any changes on our website immediately. 
 

 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 

Hui Zhang 
Steering Committee Chair for 2018 
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EU RO MR Group Introduces New User-Optimized Website              

The EU MR Group is proud to introduce its new user-optimized website, which was launched on 15 
March 2018 for public use. The Group developed the new modern website from scratch, based on the 
experience made with the old website, taking on board the feedback received by industry and other 
stakeholders. In addition, a test website had been sent out for comments to get even more user-
input. 
 
The focus was to streamline the content and to further improve on end-user friendliness. 
In a nutshell, the following has been changed:  
 

• A comprehensive description of the certification process has been included directly on the landing 
page (Home): 
 

 
 
 

• A state of the art method to subscribe to news and newsletters has been implemented while the 
single point of contact for the group via e-mail (secretariat@euromr.org) has been maintained: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:secretariat@euromr.org
https://www.euromr.org/
https://www.euromr.org/subscription


 

• The Technical Requirements and Framework Document are easily accessible by using a modern 
tile-format,                   
             

 
 
and a full text product description search: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.euromr.org/technical-requirements


 

• For convenient traceability, the historic versions of the Technical Requirements and Framework 
Documents have been added: 
 

 
 

 

• Information about individually issued MR Certificates can be directly accessed via Group 
Members’ homepages: 
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• The overview of previous stakeholder involvement and related workshops has been improved: 
          

 
 
The Group offers now a modern website including convenient access via mobile devices such as tablet 
or smartphone. 

 
EU RO MR Group to Hold a Workshop at SMM 2018 in Hamburg 

Following various meetings with stakeholders from different parts of the maritime industry, in which 
repeatedly the hope was voiced that another MR Workshop, similar to the one held in 2014, could be 
organized, the EU RO MR Group is now very pleased to announce an MR Workshop during the SMM 
2018 in Hamburg.  
 
The purpose of the MR Workshop is to inform stakeholders and interested parties about the status of 
implementation and recent developments of the MR scheme, to gather information in the context of 
the experience the manufacturing industry has made with the MR scheme, and to inform the 
maritime industry about the latest steps in developing further the safety concept/risk assessment 
methodology. 
 
The workshop, which will take place on 5 September 2018, 15.00-18:00 hrs, on SMM premises, will 
include a Status Report by the EU RO MR Group as well as presentations by parties involved, followed 
by a panel discussion including the floor. 
 
Invitations will be sent out to representatives of the maritime industry in due course, providing  
detailed information on the registration process, the practicalities and the programme. 

https://www.euromr.org/stakeholder-relations


 

Product Development 

Tier 6 Technical Requirements Now Available  

On 01 January 2018, the EU RO Mutual Recognition (MR) Group published MR Technical 
Requirements for an additional 7 type approval products under the MR scheme. The new TRs will 
enter into force on 01 July 2018. 
 
The EU ROs developed these MR technical requirements by comparing requirements for type 
approval across the 12 class societies, selecting products suitable for MR, taking into account the 
priorities indicated by stakeholders, and collectively agreeing on the most demanding and rigorous 
standards for the selected products as required by Article 10.1 of Regulation (EC) 391/2009. 
 
The new Tier 6 Technical Requirements cover the following products: 
 

• Anti-Acid Paints (Batteries’ Storage Rooms) 
Anti-acid paints intended for protection of the interior of battery storage room against 
corrosion by electrolyte. 

• Electrical Insulation Mats 
Electrical insulation mats are made of elastomer for use as a floor covering for the electrical 
protection of ship crew. 

• Gaskets and Seals for Piping System 
Gaskets and seals of rubber and plastic materials for piping systems are intended for sealing 
pipe connections. 

• Non-Metallic Gratings 
Glass fibre reinforced plastic (GRP) gratings for use on board vessels and intended for 
personnel walkways, catwalks, grids used for detachable steps in stairs, ladders, platforms 
and access areas. Generally used in lieu of steel grids because of their light weight, low 
thermal conductivity and resistance to corrosion. 

• Touch Screen 
Touch screen i.e. a display monitor or a video screen that is also an input device. The touch 
screens allow monitoring of and input to systems controlling machinery and equipment. 

• Valves – Boiler Water Systems (Class III) 
Valves for boiler water systems of Class III piping as defined by IACS UR P2.2 Rev.4 intended 
to stop or modify water flow in boiler water systems. 

• Valves – Steam Systems 
Valves for steam systems of Class III piping as defined by IACS UR P2.2 Rev.4, and for 
nonessential systems, intended to stop or modify steam flow in steam systems. 

 
Controlled versions of the agreed MR Technical Requirements can be found here: 

http://www.euromr.org/technical-requirements. 

 

Development of Technical Requirements for a 7th Tier of Type Approved Products  

A seventh tier of 8 MR Technical Requirements (Tier 7) is currently under development by the EU RO 
MR Technical Committee. The new TRs will be released on 02 January 2019, and will come into effect 
on 01 July 2019.  
 
 
 

http://www.euromr.org/technical-requirements


 
The new Tier 7 products are confirmed as: 
 

• Differential Pressure Switch  

• Dual Temperature and Pressure Switches  

• Flow Switches  

• Level Switch 

• Position Switches  

• Pressure Relief Valve in Class III Piping System  

• Pressure Switch 

• Temperature Switch  
 
For more information on the MR technical requirement development process, please visit:   
http://www.euromr.org/tr-development. 
 

Tier 7 Industry Consultation Phase – June to September 2018 

The Tier 7 Industry Consultation Phase will start from 18 June 2018. During the consultation phase, 
which will last until 14 September 2018, all associations that represent the marine technology and 
equipment manufacturing industry and are registered with the EU RO MR Group will be contacted for 
collecting feedback on the draft MR Technical Requirements of Tier 7. Involvement and input from 
these groups will be highly welcomed. 
 
If you are an industry or manufacturers’ association interested in assisting the EU RO MR Group with 
the Tier 7 development project, please subscribe for News on the EU RO MR homepage. Once the 
proposed TRs are published you will be invited to comment.   
                                                    
Draft Tier 7 MR Technical Requirements will be published on 
the EU RO MR Group website in June 2018. 
 

Maintenance of TRs 

Further to the development of new Technical Requirements, efforts by the MR Group are invested in 

the maintenance of the existing TRs. Triggered by either industry or by the EU ROs themselves, all 

existing TRs are being updated to enhance its applicability, both from an editorial and a technical 

perspective, whenever need is seen. In a special effort, the Technical Committee is currently looking 

into harmonizing the referencing of standards as far as possible.  

To support with explanations and clarifications, Technical Interpretations are developed to improve 

the use of the TRs, if requested and found appropriate.  
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How to provide input?   
Change Request or Request for Clarification of MR Technical 
Requirements (MR TRs) and Product Consideration 

You wish to propose changes to existing TRs? 
 
Change Requests for the agreed MR Technical Requirements (MR TRs) 
and related documents should be made in writing to the EU RO MR 
Secretariat (secretariat@euromr.org).  

 
Change Requests include (but are not limited to) test requirement updates, rule changes or industry 
feedback and can vary in significance from a simple editorial change to a technical parameter or test 
change that requires industry consultation. 
 
A Request for Clarification (RfC) process has been established for the purpose of unique 
understanding of the agreed MR TRs (and other EU RO MR documentation) and such requests should 
be made in writing.  
 
 
Further details of the RfC Process can be found in Appendix IX of the EU RO Framework Document for 
Mutual Recognition of Type Approval:  https://www.euromr.org/technical-requirements   
 
You wish to propose a product for MR? 
 
A request for product consideration for the EU RO MR group to evaluate whether a product is 
potentially eligible for Mutual Recognition should be made in writing. 
 
All requests should be made in writing to secretariat@euromr.org or filed via an EU RO.  
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Contact the EU RO MR Secretariat 

 

 
Contact the EU ROs 

 
Irene Wieja 
Secretary to the  
EU RO Mutual Recognition Group 
 
DNV GL Maritime 
Irene Wieja 
Brooktorkai 18 
20457 Hamburg 
Germany 
  
Mobile: +49 (0)1605314531 
Email: secretariat@euromr.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EU RO MR Group Events 2018 
 

Date Event 

01 Jan 2018 Handover to new Steering Committee 
Chair (CCS) and Technical Committee 
Chair (LR) 

14/15 Mar 2018 Steering Committee Meeting 

21/22 Mar 2018 Technical Committee Meeting 

05 Sept 2018 EU RO MR Workshop 

Nov 2018 SC Meeting 

Nov 2018 TC Meeting 

Nov 2018 TRM Meeting 

  
 
 
 

 

ABS - www.eagle.org 

BV - www.veristar.com 

CCS - www.ccs.org.cn 

CRS - www.crs.hr 

DNV GL - www.dnvgl.com 

IRS - www.irclass.org 

KR - www.krs.co.kr 

LR - www.lr.org 

NK - www.classnk.or.jp 

PRS - www.prs.pl 

RINA - www.rina.org 

RS - www.rs-class.org 

 

 
              
 

        
 
    

   

        
 

 

Please observe that this form of Newsletter distribution via email will be suspended and will be 

replaced by the new subscription method. News will be published on the EU RO MR Group website 

for any non-editorial changes, such as the new TR external consultation phase, and will also include 

our regular Newsletters. 
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